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PREFACE

[ W i

The present edition of the Budhabhtusana is based upon
a single manuscript in the MSS library of the B.B R A
Society of Bombay. The manuscript 1s incorrect in many
places and has left some gaps here and there. From the
writing and paper &c, the MS appears to have been
written before 150 years, or so I am greatly indebted to
the B B. R A. Society for allowing me to make use of their
manuscript for this edition

1 feel glad to express my obligations io Mr C A.
Kincaid, C.I E, and also to the late Rao Bahadur Parasnis,
both of whom gave me valuable information regarding
Sambhaji.

I further acknowledge with gratiiude, the assistance
which I received from Mr Purushostam Vishram Mavji,J P.,
of Bombay. He showed me his own copy of a few selections
from Sambhaji’s Hindi poems, and permitted me to print
them. These selections, however, have not been printed
in this book as it is so desired by he Executive Board of
the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute.

Lastly, I thank my friend Mr. G B Bapat, M A, who
much helped me in preparing the press-copy, and others
who similarly helped me in bringing out this edition.

H D VELANKAR



INTRODUCTION.

e 32 A TR e e

(A Reprint fromJ B.B.R. A S 1925 )

In 1920 I was entrusted with the work of preparing s
descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit and Prakrit manuscripts
of the Bombay Branch Royal Asiatic Society While doing
this I came across an incomplete Sanskrit manuscript which
on close inspection, was found to contain a Sanskrit work
called “Budhabhtsana”, claiming for its author King Sam-
bhu, popularly known as Sambhaji, son of Shivaji the Great
This was rather striking since nothing but vicious deeds, at
the most brave and darin~, are usually connected with the
name of Prince Sambha)i On going through the whole
work, however, I found that it scarcely contained anything
of either literary or historical importance Nor could it
decisively prove that Sambhaji was a man of letters.
However, the mere fact that Sambhaji’s name was connected

with a literary work, has induced me to bring out an edition
of the work

The wrok is apparently divided into three chapters, not
clearly distinguished from each other The first contains
194 verses, mostly Subhasitas, which are quotations from
well-known authors, rendered popular owing to their strik-
ingness, but often the sources of which are unknown. The
first seventeen verses are introductory; they contain a
brief history of the author’s family, written in good easy
Sanskrit and, together with the next eleven stanzas contain-
ing a hymn to Goddess Bhavani, are the only few lines,
which are directly from the author 'S pen. The first six of
these contain praises offered to Ga]anana, Slva, Guru and

Parvati The next ten are rather important I subjoin an
English translation of thesge.

(7) There wa: a king called Shaha (Shahaji), who was
the Indra of the earth, who was skilled in Politics and Fine
Arts, whose deeds were brave and noble, whose fame was
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extensive and who was the Moon rising from the midst of
the ocean in the form of the family of Bhrsabalas ;

(8) Who worshipped the earth with an offering of the
multitudes of the heads of hostile princes, which were
severed (from their trunks) by a volley of arrows discharged
from his bow, which was drawn right upto the ear—to him,
the lofty crest jewel of numerous princes, was born the
primeval Lord (1 e. Visnu ) as his son, known widely by
the name ‘ Siva’.

(9) Victorious is Siva, the invincible Chatrapati,
ord of umbrella, who is ( none but) the lord of the world
(i. e God Visnu ) who has assumed a partial incarnation,
having seen the whole religion in distress, as it was bitten
by the venomous serpent in the form of the Kali age

(10) [Siva]—who in the course of the Buddha incar-
nation of Gopala, while Kali was yet (n his full strength on
earth, ( 1it. had not yet declined ) set up the Brahmans and
other casies on a firm foundation in their respective walks of
life, by vanquishing the enemies of the gods,—with a view

t) protect and revive the caste religion, which had been
violently disturbed by the Mlechhas

(11 ) Having butli fortresses for the protection of the
earth on the best of the mountains inaccessible to the
enemies, though called * Sahya ’, between Karnataka on the
one hand and Bagalana on ¢the other and between the river
Krsna and the ocean ( western ), the foremost among the

kings, reigns victorious in the inaccessible fort called
Rairi ( or Raigad)

(12 ) He conquered the whole of the earth from the
eastern mountain to the western ocean and from the Setu
( Adam’s Bridge) to the mountain of cold (i. e the Hima-
layas ), and made all princes pay tribute to him Having
learnt the duties prescribed by the Srutis, declared to him
by the learned, he shines, day by day, on his throne, after

t1e Coronation ceremony, by means of such symbols of
rovaliy as the Chatra ete

(13 ) Who being a victurious prince, satisfied, on the
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festive oceasion of his coronation, the Brahmans, who had
come from different places, with countless gifts of coins,
garments, elephants and horses; and thus spread in ¢ll
directions his fame, fit to be sung by gods and resembling
1n its purity, the lustre, which shoots out from the Moon.
(14 ) He it is whose fort shines with palaces and man-
sions in which princes dwell, with arches and beautiiul
market-squares, with new lakes filled with water all around,
with learned priests, physicians and astrologers, with

honest hereditary ministers and with the numberless brave
armies of four kinds

(15) His son who is the crest jewel of all the fudatory
chiefs and who is well versed in (1lit has crossed the ocean

in the form of ) Poetry, Rhetoric, Puranas, Music and
Archery, is famous by the name Sambhu

(16 ) That King Sambhuvarman is compiling this excel-
lent book, having caretiully read the works of the ancient
writers and having taken his material from them

(17 ) May the wise accept what is good and give up
what is bad, having carefully gone through cur work;

Rajahamsas indeed accept milk having abandoned water
mixed with it.

This is purely an introduction which is followed by the
work proper.

This is, however, introduced by a hymn of eleven
stanzas addressed to Bhavani and composed by the author

himself, who naturally begins his work with a hymn to his
tavourite deity in order to secure uninterrupted completion.

This hymn is followed by fifteen stanzas (29-43) in
praise of different deities, then by eighteen stanzas (44-61)
expressive of benediction, both culled out from well-known
ancient works Last of all come the Anyoktis in 130 stanzas
( 62-191) followed by three stanzas which are instances
of & kind of literary puzzle known as Antarlapika (192-194).

The second chapter, which forms the main body of the
work, contains 632 verses treating of poliftics The author
here deals with the following subjects, of course always 1n
verses ¢ited from other works, usually from the Matsya
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and Visnudharmottara Puranas and the Kamandakl-
yanitisara :—The king and his qualifications ( 1-31 ): his
assistants (32-46) ; the prime minister ( 47-71 ); the princes,
their education and duties ( 72-91 }; King’s advisers (92-96);
the other componant parts of a kinedom, a-Kosa ( 97-106 ) ;
b-Rastra ( 107-110 ) ; ¢c-Durga and its equipment (111-186) :
d-Bala i. e. the Army ( 187-198 ) ; King’'s duties ( 199-203 );
spies ( 204-215 ); attendants ( 216-241 ); councillors and
the counsel (242-273); ambassador (274-284): King's
duties ( 285-321); King’s vices ( 322-367 ) ; invasion ( 368~
396 ) ; King’'s duties in general (397-632 ).

The third chapter contains miscellaneous information
useful to princes and is, therefore, called Misrakaniti-

prakarana. Our manuscript contains 57 stanzas of this
chapter and a portion of the 58th.

As regards the authorship of the work, the general
opinion of the reader of the Maratha history is against
aseribing any literary activities to Prince Sambhaji. The
writers of the chronicles of the Maratha history, both old and
new, leave an impression on the mind of the reader that
Sambhaji though brave, was incapable of anything worthy
of praise There is, however, nothing in them to show that
Sambhaji was 1lliterate. Direct references to his literary
merits and achievements cannot, of course, be expected in
these chronicles whose sole aim was to narrate the political
events of a particular period. We may, at the most, expect
to get some casual reference and as a matter of fact we do
geb some from which it is possible to conclude that not only
had Sambhaji received education at the hands of learned
Pandits, but he had also taste for Sanskrit literature and
was occasionally in the habit of writing poetry in Hindi
under the influence of Kavi Kalasa or the eelebrated Kalushs,
especially when passing his leisure hours in the company
of beautiful women. The most explicit passage in this con-
nection is that occurring on page 75 of Chitragupta’s chre-
nicle of Shivaji the Great. It refers to an ineident which
took place after Shivaji’s escape from Delhi, together with
Prince Sambhaji. Being hotly pursued by Aurangzeb’s
men, Shivaji was compelled to leave the Prince with a Pandit
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named Kashipant at Benares. The learned Pandit taugh!
him together with other boys, as though he were a Brahmar
boy. But even this would not satisfy the crafty officers of the
Mongul Emperor. The Pandit then had to eat in the same
dish with S8ambhaji, in order to convince them that Sambhaj)
was & Brahman and not a Maratha. “ He then made atone
ments secretly ( for the sin thus committed ). He began tc¢
impart instructions to him in general Literature, and madzs
him well versed in Sarasvata (grammar), Amarakosa
Raghuvamsa, Siddhantakaumudi, ( Siddhanta-) Muktival
and other similar works. He, i e. Sambhaji became very
clever’’; according to another chronicle ( Marathi Samrajyac
Choti Bakhara, i e. A short historoy of the Maratha Empire
p. 32 ), the period during which he stayed there was abou
one year. If we believe in the Chroniclers, it is not impos
sible to maintain that Sambhaji obtained at least an ele
mentary knowledge of the Sanskrit Language during this
forced stay of his at Benares Another passage which
refers to the care bestowed upon Sambhaji’s education by
King Shivaji, is found on page 20 of the 91 articled echronicle
of King Shivaji. There one Umaji Pandit is said to have
been appointed to teach the Prince who was kept at
Shringarpoor

From the passages quoted above, we can safely eonclude
that Prince Sambhaji did receive at least an elementary
knowledge of the Sanskrit Language and Literature during
his boyhood. But there appear to have been original letters
from which we can judge that he had kept up the habit of
reading Sanskrit during his leisure hours till his advaneed
age. Thus for instance, Kincaid and Parasnis, in theis
History of the Maratha People, part II, p. 58, remark—
‘“ Although he (i. e. Sambhsaji ) spent most of his life cam-
paigning he was by no means averse from study. He
employed a learned man called Keshav Pandit Adhyaksha,
a friend of the great king to read with him Valmiki's cele-
brated epic, the Ramayana. As areward he gave Keshava
in 1684 A. D., 1600 small silver coins known as ladis.
The king was moreover no mean versifier. He is knewn
to have written two books of Hindi poetry. The first was
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called Nakhashikha, in which he described the pleasures of
love. The second was named Nayakabhad. In it he sang
the varying charms of the beauties who beguiled his leisure
moments”’ Even though the learned authors do not give
the source of their information, we can presume that
they have got it from some literary dccuments either in
the form of letters or of chronicles

|

We are of course aware that the incident herein re-
ferred to, cannot go to prove that King Sambhaji was a
good Sanskritist We do not surely expect a Sanskrit
guthor to require the help of a Sastri for reading Valmiki's
Ramayeana It must on the contrary be conceded that this
is not a reference {0 the mere employment of a Puranik—
though this is not entirely impossible—as a special reward
consisting of silver coins is said to have been given to him
for the services. But even this meagre knowledge of the
Sanskrit Language on the part of K'ng Sambhaji, which at
Jeast we can safely presume from the incident, is enough
for our purpose. For the compilation of a work of the type
we have before us dces not require profound knowledge of
the language, especially when the author was a Prince who
commanded the services of learned Pandics |

All this, I hope, is sufficient to prove that King Sambhaji
was the real compiler cf the book before us He may have
been assisted by his Pandits in the task of selecting and
arranging the quotations of which the work consists, but he
was the principal figure Il proves at any rate that Sambhaji
was fond of reading Sanskrit in the original and that he
had the ambition of being called a Sanskrit poet

The second part of the quotation from *“ A History of
the Maratha People ” given above is rather curious It is
based upcn the recent researches < Mr. Purushottam
Vishram Mawvyi, J. P of Bombay as I learnt from the learned
authors themselves I am greatly indebied to Mr. Mavji, who
very kindly handed over to me his own copy of a few stanzas
selected from Sambhaji’s two works of Hindi poetry From

hese stray verses, we can judge about the contents
and form of the ;wo poems The first of these is called
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“ Nakhasikha ” in which the author gives a poetical des-
cription of the different parts of Radha’s body from the nail
of the foot ( &) to the crest (5@r1). In the second which
is obviously a work on Rhetoric and 1s called “ Nayika-
bheda ” ( Nayakabhad in the quotation from the ° History’
is evidently a misprint) we find a description of the different
sorts of heroines such as Madhyama, Praudha, Khandiia
etc., Just after the fashion of Sanskrit writers on Rhetoric.
The few quotations that we have got, disclose a close
acquaintance on the part of our author with the Sanskrit
works on Rhetoric.

Among the quotations we find one from the pen oi the
famous Kalusha. It 1s highly poetical and even though we
unforunately do not possess any literary remains of this
great favourite of Kine Sambhaji, we have grounds to
believe that he was a literary man In the old chronicles
he is described as Kavi Kalasa or the poet Kalasa It was
popularly believed thati this Kanuja Brahman had been pur-
posely sent by the Emperor fiom Delhiand that he wasa great
enchanter As a matter of fact we know that this Kalusha
did exe1t a wonde1ful influence upon ithe King but to what
it was due we can simply guess The origin of this influence
is shrouded in obscurity. We will not be, however, far
from the truth in assuming that to a considerable exient
his literary gifts helped Kalusha 1o maintain his influence
with the Prince Itis qutie possible that Jhis Kavi Kalushs
may have composed several poems, which were nouuv preserved
owing 1o the general disfavour in which he was held, but
stray copies of which may yct have existed and might one
day be discovered by us We on our pari, are inclined to
believe that the two Hindi poems ( there may be more to
the kind ) are really from the pen of Prince Sambhayi,
composed by him under the liwerary influence of Kalusha,
who was certainly gifted with poetic talen.s.
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